Appeals and Protests
Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps

Any community or individual property owner can appeal the proposed revised base flood elevations or protest other information included on the preliminary Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMs). Whether it is a protest or appeal, both must be supported by technical or scientific data and submitted to the appropriate community official within the designated “90-day appeal period”.

APPEALS: If an objection to a map involves the proposed base flood elevations, it is considered an appeal. Only the new detailed studies provided by FEMA are eligible to be appealed. Redelineated base flood elevations do not qualify. Redelineated areas are subject to protest and comments.  Revised base flood elevations are limited to the Susquehanna River from the county boundary to approximately 3,800 feet upstream of State Highway 28, and the Unidilla River from the confluence with the Susquehanna River to approximately 1.71 miles upstream of State Highway 80.
PROTEST: If an objection to a map does not involve the proposed base flood elevation, it is considered a protest. Protests include changes in items such as roads and road names, corporate limits and floodplain boundary delineations. 
THE APPEALS PERIOD PROCESS: 

· A public notice announcing the start of the appeals period and the posting of the base flood elevation listing will be published twice in the local newspaper of record. FEMA also mails letters known as “Proposed Flood Elevation determination letters”, to local officials who should distribute the information to residents and key stakeholders.  
The 90 day appeals process begins on the date of the second publication of the public notice in your local newspaper

· During the 90-day appeal period, individuals or community members can file an objection to the base flood elevation or other information in the preliminary map and preliminary Federal Insurance Study (FIS). A statement of appeals or protest, including scientific or technical data, should be submitted to the designated management agency, local flood plain administrator and New York State NFIP coordinator as identified at the end of this summary. A community may appeal or protest on its own behalf if no individual appeals or protests are submitted.

Community officials should notify FEMA Region II of appeals or protest as soon 
as possible and forward to the designated FEMA division before the 90 day 
period ends. Copies of individual appeals/protest should also be sent to the 
municipal local code enforcement officer.

                    Send all appeals/protest to:




Federal Emergency Management Agency




Attn: Mary Colvin, Acting Director




Mitigation Division




DHS/FEMA Region II




26 Federal Plaza 13th floor




New York, NY 10278-0002

Protest and appeals regarding flood insurance rate maps in NYS should also be sent to the NYS National Flood Insurance Program coordinator at the following address:




William S. Nechamen, Chief




Floodplain Management Section




NYS Department of Environmental Conservation




625 Broadway, 4th Floor




Albany, NY 12233-3504

· FEMA will send a notice of receipt of appeals or protest to all appellants. A copy will be sent to the local floodplain administrator and all appellants unless the number is too great to be practical; then the community will be responsible for informing appellants.

· FEMA reviews all appeals and protests and will request additional supporting data if needed. FEMA will allow approximately 30 days for submittal of the required data. If the data is not provided within the 30 day period, FEMA review the appeals/protest with the original data submitted.
· FEMA will review the appeals and protests based on submitted supported documentation and data. If the appeals/protest is adequately supported, FEMA will revise the contested item and return to the community/individual for another 30-day review period. If the appeals/protest is denied, FEMA will inform the community/interested party and provide an explanation for denial.
· At the end of the 30-day review period, FEMA will review and address all comments on the appeal/protest. FEMA will contact the local officials if additional coordination is necessary.
· After the 90 day appeal period ends and FEMA has addressed all objections, FEMA will make the proposed base flood elevations final by publishing another legal notice or “Final Rule”, in the Federal Register. Letters of Final Determination (LFDs) will be sent to local officials. 

Once FEMA has issued the Final Rule, municipalities will have six months to adopt the final map through local law. A sample of a local law will be provided for each community by the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation.
Any further questions can be directed to William S. Nechamen at (518) 402-8146 or wsnecham@gw.dec.state.ny.us. [image: image1.png]



